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REMARKS AND PROPOSALS, 


X/ rican Convention of the Epiſcopal Clergy” at New- 
 York,in 1784, I entertained the moſt ſanguine hopes, 
that they would form an American Church on a rational, evan- 
gelical plan; as it was in their power to. conſider and determine 
what would beſt accommodate our independent States. If they 
had then agreed and reſolved to adhere to the doctrines of the 
goſpel, and reviſe the Liturgy of the Church of England, or adopt 
new forms of prayer,it might have relieved many of the Churc 
from their anxieties, and have promoted its increaſe. For there 
are many parts of the Liturgy, thirty-ninę Articles, &c. which 
were, by the bigotry of the age, conformed to Papiſtical and 
Calviniftick errours, and other doubtful ſyſtems, which are not 
well underſtood: Theſe have occaſioned many well diſpoſed 
Chriſtians to diſſent from the Church of England; and they are 
eſteemed great obſtaclesto its increaſe, | | 
I * a ſon of the Church, was greatly ſurpriſed and 
diſappointed to find, by a reſolve of the Convention of New- 
York, a recommendation addreſſed to the Clergy and Congre- 
gations of their communion only, who were called upon to or- 
ganize, and unite in, an American Conſtitution, to be formed at 
9 Philadelphia the next year. Would not their proceedings have 
appeared in a far more agreeable light, if they had, without par- 
ty prejudice,propoſed, to admit into their Convention all Chriſt- 
1ans, who ſhould chooſe to join and form an American Church ? 
Like true orthodox ſubſcribers. of the Church, they alſo antici- 
ated the buſineſs of the next Convention; and ſpecially reſolv- 
ed, that the American,Chutch, ſhould: hold; and; maintain the. 
doctrines of the goſpel, as held by the Church of England, and 
adhere to the Liturgy. of tha Church, as far as our Conſtitutions 
admit. This ſhowed their attachment to the old doctrines and 
Liturgy. But as their Convention was ſmall, and many con- 
ſiderable States were not repreſented in it, F think it would have 
been better to have ſuſpended their acting on points of ſuch 
great importance for further conſideration, and till a more gene- 
ral Convention. It cannot be denied that theſe reſolves were 


premature and ill judged ; and I am ſurpriſed, that ſuch preci- 


8 proceedings have not been remonſtrated againſt in a pub- 
ick manner. „N 7 


la a Convention of the Clergy MN. Delegates, from the 
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W HEN I was informed, that there was to be an Ame- 
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Epiſcopal Churches of three of the New- England States, which 


met at Boſton in September, 178 5, it was reſolved, that the 
Athanaſian and Nicene Creeds, and one article of the Apoltle's 
Creed, ſhould be omitted ; that ſeveral amendments ſhould be 
made in the Liturgy; and that the Offices of Baptiſm, Matri- 
mony, Viſitation Fihe Sick, Burial of the Dead, &c. ſhould be 
altered. | | 

In a Convention, which aſſembled at Philadelphia in Octo- 
ber, 1785, it was reſolved to reduce the number of the thirty- 
nine Articles to twenty-one. But what reform was then made 
in the Liturgy, &c. is not yet made ſufficiently publick : for 
though, it is faid, the reſolves of the Philadelphia Convention 
have been printed in a pamphlet, yet it is in the hands of a few 
only, and can with difficulty be procured. It is with pleaſure 
I fee theſe reformations. But ſince the forming of an American 
Church is an object of great conſequence to every part of theſe 
States, I guet, e are the proceedings of this Convention ſo 
carefully concealed? and why are they not publiſhed in the 
news- papers, that every one concerned may have an opportunity 
to offer his objections? * 

I now proceed to conſider the ſeveral perplexed reſolves of 


theſe Conventions, according to the beſt accounts with which I 


have been favoured ; and what progreſs hath been made, ſince 
the independence of theſe States, in forming a Church. The 
affair was never moved in Convention till 1784, when the Cler- 
gy and Lay Delegates, according to appointment, met at New- 

ork, and paſſed thoſe ill-judged reſol ves, which ſerved to de- 
Jay the buſineſs till next year. The reſolves at Boſton, which 


have never been made publick, I am informed, were different 


from, or contrary to, thoſe of New-York. The reſolves of the 
Philadelphia Convention, to abridge the number of the thirty-mne 
Articles, muſt alſo be conſidered as contrary to thoſe of New-York. 
I further learn, that at Boſton, it was reſolved to adopt Biſho 

Seabury's alterations of the Liturgy, made at Connecticut, and 
to ſubſtitute in the Churches his th of prayer for the Legiſla- 
ture, Magiſtracy, &c. I have never heard the validity of his 
appolntment doubted ; but I cannot ſuppoſe that thoſe alter - 


ations and prayers. were approved at Philadelphia. By the re- 
| ſolves there, the Convention, as may be ſuppoſed, , appeared 


doubtful of the propriety of his confecratign, as . from 
Biſhops in Scotland; ſince they proceeded to chooſe a com- 
mittee, to ſolicit of the Engliſh Biſhops: conſecration of Biſhops 
for America, This, I 8 55 appears ſomewhat extraordinary. 
For I ſhould have ſuppoſed, that the conſecration of Biſhops in 
Scotland, if th᷑y be ſucceflangin.a right line from the Apoltles, 
might have been eſteemed Valid; and that, under ſuch as + 
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the Convention might have proceeded to form an American 
Church. But if we muſt wait the reſult of the ſolicitation of 
the committee, we may not expect it for many years yet to come. 
I think it would have been far better for the Convention duly to 
have conſidered the probability of not finding a proper ſupport 
for a number of Biſhops in the ſeveral States, in what States 
they might expect the ſanction of the Legiſlature, what they 
might hope for from ſubſcriptions, donations, and contributions, 
ad the delays, and other difficulties, which attend ſuch appli- 
cations. Conſecration, as I apprehend, cannot be obtained 
without a ſpecial act of Parliament, which is not to be expected, 
as the Convention hath abridged the articles of the Church. 

It may readily be ſuppoſed, if there were a fund of ſupplies 
formed to anſwer theſe charges, that there are many of our 
Clergy, who would croſs the S4 and riſk their perſons, to ob- 
tain Biſhopricks well endowed. But, I doubt, whether there 
be any, who would bear their own charges, and riſk their lives, 
on the precarious proſpect of obtaining ſuch promotions. And 
I am at a loſs to determine what it was which put the Conven- 
tion upon a reſolution, which will embarraſs all proceedings for 
forming a Church; fince the Churches, in theſe States, ſeem 
fully determined to abridge ſome of the old doctrines, and to 
alter the Liturgy. | 

As a reformation of doctrines ſeems to be determined upon, 
why did not the Convention of Philadelphia make and publiſh 
propoſals and reſolves reſpecting that which appeared moſt ne- 
ceſſary for an American Church, as a Church cannot be built in 
one day? Why did they not reſolve to admit into it all who live 
good, moral lives, and who profeſs their belief in one God, the 
Maker of all things, and in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, who died for 
our ſalvation ? Why did they not reviſe and recommend forms 
of prayer for our publick worſhip ; and form or propoſe rites and 
ceremonies for a decent worſhip in the Church ? Why did they 
not preſcribe rules for all appeals, and for a due ſubordination 
amongſt the ſeveral orders in it; giving liberty to every Church 
or Congregation to chooſe, and agree with, their Miniſter, and 
with him to alter, and vary from, thoſe rites, ceremonies, and 
pres and adopt others, as they may think proper ? If they 

ad done theſe things, they need nor have doubted. a general 
concurrence. ' 

As I cannot ſuppoſe, that Conventions have power to ſupport 
and enforce their decrees and reſolves, without the concurrence 
of our Legiſlatures, which may not readily be expected in ſome 
States, I think it proper that their proceedings ſhould appear to 
be founded on evangelical principles, ſuch as will meet the ac- 
ceptance of the people and their Eegiſlators ; for their force and 
effect muſt be derived from them. The 


1 
The reviſal of the Liturgy is a matter which hath been often 
moved, and petitioned for, to the King and Parliament of Great- 
Britain. At ſundry times, many objections and amendments 
have been propoſed, according to the opinions of the late 
worthy and learned Dr. Samuel Clarke, and many others of the 
Engliſh Clergy. But, by an undue prelatical influence in Par- 
liament, all reformations have ever been ſuppreſſed. I have al- 
ways hoped that we, as an independent people, might be fayour- 
ed with an American Church, more free from a bigoted attach- 
ment to ancient creeds, doctrines, and teſts of orthodoxy, than 
could be allowed by the Clergy in England'; but I fear that 
ſome of our Clergy here are in favour of the like hierarchical 
powers. | 

The people in general, in this enlightened age, ſince miracles, 
the evidences of a divine miſſion, have ceaſed, are led to diſre- 
gard the fulminations and excommunications of the Clergy, and 
their pretended power over heaven and hell, to biad and looſe, 
at their pleaſure, or to confer ſanctity upon inanimate matter. 
They even preſume to doubt a divine and extraordinary influ- 
ence in confirmation, &c. or that it is in a Biſhop's hand only. 
The people now conſider the Clergy as a reſpectable, neceſſary, 
and uſeful order of men, choſen, appointed, and paid by the 
Laity, and accountable to them. 

I would ſtrongly recommend it to any American Convention, 
which may hereafter be aſſembled for the purpoſe of forming an 
eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, duly to conſider the ſtate of religion 
in this country, and more eſpecially in new towns and remote 
diſtrits, and the moſt deplorable ignorance which prevails in 
them. In theſe new places, there are hundreds, if not thouſands, 
grown to man's eſtate, who ſeldom, if ever, have had an oppor- 
tunity of attending publick worſhip. For the charges of ſet- 
tling and . bg, Mgr: wc Miniſters, and I add, of erecting 
proper ſchools for the education of youth, have ever been too 
much for ſuch new ſettlements. Since the late war, they have, 
by reaſon of other charges, neglected publick worſhip 10 long, 
that they now ſeem indifferent about it; and the young and ri- 
ſing generation, in thoſe parts, is in danger of being rendered 
uſeleſs. I eſteem it to be a matter of the greateſt importance, 
that thoſe, who are now fitting in darkneſs, ſhould enjoy the 
light of the goſpel, have proper inſtruction and civilization, and 
be made uſeful members of ſociety. As their caſe is ſomewhat 
peculiar, I propoſe to ſuch Convention to provide for their 
forming aſſemblies for publick n and for ordaining ſome 
amongſt them, men of good report, ſuch as they may chooſe 
and appoint, to read prayers, the ſcriptures, ſermons, and books 
of devotion, and to attend upon ſuch aſſemblies in all the ae 
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are enjoined by their Church. The parents are often compell- 
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of their office. I would humbly query, Whether ſuch affem- 
blies would not greatly pfomote religion and morality ; whether 
the devout reading of prayers, ſinging, &c. adapted to the taſte 
of the hearers, would not excite as fervent devotion, as the 
elaborate productions of ſome, who are called the Lord's em- 
baſſadors and ſpiritual guides, moved by the Holy Ghoſt, who, 
for large pay, undertake to direct the whole exerciſe ; whether 
he who performs well the duties of his office, as a Deacon, may 
not expect a good reward ; and whether ſuch Churches will 
not have as near a reſemblance to the Churches of the Apoſtol- 
ick age, as can be claimed by any other ? 

Praying by form hath long been uſed in the Church. The 
Geneva mode of extemporaneous prayer, though it hath gene- 
rally obtained in Scotland, and in England and Ireland, amongſt 
thoſe who diſſent from the eſtabliſhed Church, is undoubtedly 
a deviation from the primitive worſhip. This ſeems to be con- 
feſſed by thoſe Diſſenters, who, in many places, have introduced 
forms of prayer, according to the practice of the Proteſtants in 
Holland, France, and Germany. Since it employs ſo much of 
the time and ſtudy of candidates to acquire ability to pray ex- 
tempore, and ſince there are many of them, who cannot do it 
ro general acceptance, it muſt be concluded that it would be 
better, and more for the general edification of the people, to 
worſhip by an approved form. I am fully of opinion, that a form 
of prayer, and rites and ceremonies, agreed upon in a Conven- 
tion, would have a conſiderable influence in procuring a uni- 
formity of worſhip, even though ſome Churches ſhould have 
liberty to vary from them. | 

I am ready to conclude, if the old Liturgy of the Church be 

properly reviſed, or new forms appointed, and if the doctrines 
of the goſpel have their due influence, that the far greater part 
of thoſe of the Church of England, and many of the moſt catho- 
lick among the Diſſenters, would unite, in many places, and, for 
their mutual benefit, form ſocieties for publick worſhip. For, 
as far as I can judge and determine, the people in theſe States, 
where party diſtinctions formerly prevailed, are become more 
catholick in their opinions, than their forefathers were ; and 
would, in general, adopt forms of prayer in their publick 
worſhip, if they might have liberty to worſhip where they chooſe, 
and be favoured with forms to their liking. The many conten- 
tions and peculiarities amongſt the Diſſenters may ſerve to pro- 
mote ſuch union. For ſome of them hold it as an indiſpenſable 
duty on parents to bring their children to baptiſm, but deny 
them the ordinance, till the parents will ſubmit, in all reſpects, 
as to time and place, and to ſuch confeſſions and covenants, as 
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ed to join in its communion, and ſolemnly to promiſe ever ta 
continue in the Church, whilſt they have opportunity; which 
impoſition prevents many ſober, well diſpoſed perſons - from: 
offering their children to baptiſm. I have alſo obſerved many 
great and abuſive intrigues and partialities in the choice and 
proceedings of their eccleſiaſtical Councils, for the ſettlement: 
and removal of Paſtors, from which Councils there lies no ap- 
eal ; and, that in great numbers of their worſhipping aſſem- 
— the reading of the ſcriptures. hath been wholly neglected, 
as not worthy the attention of the people, unleſs commented 
upon according to the opinion of their ſuppoſed divine teachers. 
_ Whoever conſiders the humours and propenſities of mankind, 
cannot think. it ſtrange, that the different opinions about free: 
will, abſolute predeſtination, and other metaphyſical, and fatal- 
iſtick doctrines, which are preached up by many of the diſſent- 
ing Clergy, inſtead of practical ſubjects, ſhould occaſion ſepara- 
tions. For people of more enlarged and catholick principles; 
do not chooſe to attend to thoſe polemicab topicks and abſtruſe 
ſpeculations, which had their origin from St. Auguſtine: and 
the dark ages of the Church, viz. That Adam's. fin hath ſub- 
jected all his poſterity to eternal death and miſery: / That: the) 
decrees of God are inconditional: That man hath not free will 
or ability to do, or it to do, in any caſe: And that whoever is 
converted, will perſev e to the end. Theſe doctrines may o- 
caſion in ſome of the Liſſenters a neglect of attendance on pub 
lick worſhip. | 12 vy a | 
I ſhall now proceed to inform the, publick, - That there are 
great numbers of reſpeftable perſons in this Commonwealth, 
who, after waiting many years for a new eccleſiaſtical Conſtitu- 
tion, and finding theſe affairs ſo perplexed, will wait no longer; 
but are determined to form aſſemblies, build Churches, chooſe 
Miniſters, and procure Liturgies, or forms: of prayer, as they 
ſhall think beſt: And, that in caſe their Miniſters cannot ob- 
tain ordination from American Biſhops, they will proceed with- 
out it, according to their office; as directed in the r. we mi 
As ſome doubts have ariſen, whether a Miniſter, who is ſettled, | 
and by contract appointed to his office, can, by the laws of this: 
Commonwealth, be conſidered as a Miniſter ordained; there 
fore, to prevent all ſcruples, and to denominate him Reverend, 
it is propoſed, that the ancient ceremony of laying on of hands, 
derived from the Jews, ſhall be performed, in a publick manner, 
by the Wardens or brethren of the Church, parties to the con- 
tract, agreeably to the practice of our forefathers, at their plant- 
ing here, who, in the ordination of a Paſtor at Salem, performed 
that ceremony by the hands of lay brethren of the Church, rather 
than by others of the clerical order. This kind of un, > 
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J will venture to ſay, is agreeable to divine appointment: For 
Moſes was directed by God to aſſemble all the tribes of Iſrael, 
and to command them to lay their hands on the Levites, and 
to conſecrate them for their prieſtly office. When theſe 
Churches ſhall become more fully formed, and a particular ac- 
count of their proceedings, rules, and good order, ſhall be made 
publick, they flatter themſelves that they ſhall merit the favour 
of many of the people, and all that countenance from their 
Legiſlators which is needful ; and that they may with propri- 
= be called the American Church, till ſome other, more worthy 
of the title, ſhall appear. They leave it to others, who are 
for an Epiſcopate derived from Engliſh Biſhops, humbly to pre- 
ſent their ſolicitations to the Prelates of a foreign nation. 

I have thus endeavoured to ſtate and conſider the reſolves of 
the ſeveral Conventions, their oppoſition and perplexities, the 
ſuppoſed bigoted attachment of ſome to ancient doctrines, 
creeds, &c. and the plan propoſed for forming Churches ; and 
muſt wait for time to ſhow the event. 

Perhaps it may be ſuppoſed, that I have not treated the 
Epiſcopal Conventions and Clergy with that reverence which is 
due to their office. I am not conſcious of having wilfully of- 
fended ; and have ſincerely endeavoured to expreſs myſelf in 
the moſt reſpectſul terms. The publick may be affured, that I 
have ever been eſteemed a friend to the Church of England, in 
which I was baptized. But I have never been ſo bigoted to 
the doctrines and Liturgy of that Church, ſince I have become 
capable of judging of them, as to ſuppoſe that they were of divine 
inſtitution, or that the Clergy hold their offices and dignities by 
divine authority. Their office and powers are evidently derived 
from the Laity, on whom they are dependent. I bope, that in 
theſe States, they will learn to know themſelves, that they will 
ever live exemplary lives, and duly attend on the duties of their 
office, without any intruſion into our civil or political affairs. 

I have waited long to ſee theſe affairs diſcuſſed and laid open 
to publick view by perſons better able to do awry to the ſub- 
ject. Their negle& may ſerve to apologize for my undertaking 
and freedom, which, I hope, will excite others to a more full 
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